A TRIP TO MARS
\ By Thomas McCusker '
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HE UTTERED THE ONE GLAD CRY, “MARS, BY JUPITER!” AND MARS IT WAS, WITH JUPITER NOWHERE IN SIGHT
THE VEGETATION WAS RED AND THE INHABITANTS HAD THE SAME REDDISH COMPLEXION

VERYEODY be- From the condenser the gas passed it is pussible that some who read We bade goodby to our families, with learned that they ate but twice a day, izo blue and had the appearance
lieved the profes- through the tubes into the axis, and account may have do.pts as to its tr } siatement that we were going to or at least what they supposed to be of oil.
sor to be zy; thence through valves, which opened fulness, theref [ aeem it necess:

'y the gold fields, and might not return for a day, as our watches stopped twelve The vegetation, which should have
Is several months, but we took the pre- hours after leaving the earth, and posi- beer green, was red, and the houses,
ition to leave a complete record of tively refused to go again. There was which were of stone and of Turkish de-
aining to our trip in the neither light nor darkness. merely a sign, were of the same hue; evei the

no further proof professor's cabin, knowing full weil haze or fog, through which our sight inhabitants had the same reddist com-
racity. that a protracted absence would ereate could not penetrate, pi

that is, every!

»dy under pressure, into the body of the to say a word reg
except three peo- globe, tre condenser registering the personae
ple whom 1 shall

¥
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ling the dramat

i everythi

tity contained therein, Dodson was a reporter on the stafl

four sides of the axis, at each of the Oreg

the poles, corresponding with the four neccssary

xicn

humble ser- points of the comp: were valves. on. and w? suspic 1 and result in a search for the I cannot say how jong we remained in They were of superb physique, how-
second, Dod- which were operated by an electiic stor- vith Spain he cause this condition, but we suddenly discov- ever, ".\’ith classic features, and showea
son the reporter, age battery and kevboard from the car } Philippines, It was midnight when . we ecut the ered that there was a violent commotion n marked degree of eivilization.
and lastly, the pro- The object of these valves wans to re- t- Tropes, nd with them the ties that golng ail around us. The elements Great numbers of them gathered to-
b i lasiy, § 3 o= . E . » us art} 20 . o ar g 1 r - e 3
oot Bhinpsit lease the gas therefrom when necessary, rp | us to earth | seemed to be .n‘“.;r, .;.4,‘] we could hear gether as we approached, and with up-
The professor was a scientist of an thereby giving the aeremotor an in- annot depict our emotions as the most pecullar nolses—Dodson said lifted hands sesmed to be supplicating
advanced type: in fact, he was always creased lifting power, on the same p d the hts of Oregon d P- “‘unearthly noises’'—I ever listened to.
advance ype; act, he . .

the Deity.

nle P strenr [ water efected
Shont-of the band Wakoh ciple that a tream of water elected

ind sailed off into the unexplored The aerometer was tossed about like
under pressure through pipes will pro- !

aps towards “the shores of a kite in a wind storm, and the profes- _ 1€ anchor was lowered and I OVe?ed
n land from whose bourne sor seemed to have lost control of her. the door for the purpose cf stepping

He, with a great many others, be- ;
lleved the planet Mars to be inhabited; P€l a boat,

but belleving did not satisfy him. He Thus you can readily see that by 1;-l»wn 1V returneth.” The situation \\‘:.r-n' fast becormiing alarm- “; !;::)!;]nl::’:]kl::sl );'bl:p::‘;e'm‘:::; ‘tr:) :::;

rist lemonstrate the fact beyond touching the keyboard the aeromotor a he professor increased Lz pt >, ing, and we insisted that he should surprise sinad o ; al
wis “"‘ to demon : curer way Could be propelied in any direction, and the speed became terrific; we coulll touch the keyboard and return to earth. e — to float .on -the T
n(d«;'xul. 1::“,1 ““; “')‘P;“ “;.:‘”I; >.y;|b;;'.”‘.m.{‘ at any spe od F Ay imniﬂi:u,: sui- cern this fre the rapidity with It was rank folly to attempt to force graduailly s'nking to the grouand, on
of doing this 1an by actual visitation,

g St cient force could be utilized for that wagh the clouds our way through the conditions which ;‘(':“l h 1 found ft difftcult to keep my ¥
. ) » _ . purpose. 1 signs of great ex- surrounded us.
Ehat heing ssitied, the. next thing was At last the professor was ready to ) we It was with great reluc that he The air seemed buoyant and re-
1§ r o (;‘ " ‘”m}‘.”'\h t:“ ’;“ 5 o rial Make a test of his discovery, “x;h."u}v.';.: out a d complied, and we slowly tn our de- minded me of an effort to walk on
‘vigation, and had experimented in o 1 be done under cover of drkacss. o N A o O el Fellovet o T A I A
el Wax.. but the pis At mieans of 2% O avold the prying eyes of hls neigh- ¢ s . RS ol SN It was some time before we passed 'mr.:m’:[”rgq;mt'- S 1) ru:)hgsr 'balu-
Stcisulaton ‘\\'vr-» S0t sstiatacions: he bors . i - “ uid  out of the storm center, and then we ob- ° " P . .
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served that the atmosphere had under- Dut the professor readily got her under
gone a complete change. control, and I soon had her securely
Instead of the gray fog, a blue haze fastened.

must find some new power, something

that would, If necessary, defy the laws

of gravitation

During one of our visits to his ranch,
Dod ed liquefied air
ing a suspiclua of the

dazzled our eyes, and had much the
same effect as

Dodson and the professor then stepped
‘snow blindness.” from the car, and the multitude fell
Our descent became slower and slow- down and worshipped us. They evident-
, and it was found ly mistook us for gods, which was not

ay down, as th surprising, from the manner in which <
we had landed among them.
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professor's sanity would have had it
confirmed d they seen him then; he
danced, he laughed, he cried. and ended

necessary to ferce
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In due course, we passed Into arother )
up by embracing Dodson, much to the change, which the profess called They formed into line, and led the P
latter’'s annoyance “moonlig 1t effect.” way to their cathedral or temple, a
Li air was just the thing. He had

The appearance was that of an ex- -m:xs:nm«‘f-nt ‘)d"ﬁr‘(’f which fur sncpasned
tremely bright moonlight, with very in grandeur anything we had ever seen.
little warmth, and from this enviren- 1be Interior was ornamented with
ment there was no alteration. carvings and statues of unique design,

“Land ho!” shouted Dodson, who for @ description of which I am unable to
some time had been peering through a 8&ive. The floor was covered with rugs

: and skins, and in the extreme end of

f

read of Tripler's method, and had ac-
quired a fair knowledge of the manner

of producing the stuff, but before he
r could put it to practical use it must be
improved upon.

So the professor set to work to pro-

duce something that would suit his pur-

pos»

pair of field

f the shipwrecked sailor, the bullding stood a coloss:' figure of
. he sights the shore, was nothing gold and ivory, with hands outstretched,
as comparéd to the pleasure we felt at palms down, over an altar on which
the pruspect of setting ~foot again on rested a caldron filled with burning in-
mother earth. cense, 5

The joy

He lived three miles out on the Big

Sandy, and owned ten acres of indiffer-

ent lard, which he denominated The
Ranch
Here he had his laboratory, and here

he carried on his scientific investiga-

tions, to his ov satisfaction, if not ,JQ,,< L] "‘1 -
to that of his neighbors, who let him ‘.rp 'r‘." i | ‘L
‘ severely alone, owing to the prevailing 4l il//,’vlt’vh\t '}
| 1] { opinion that he was a little “nutty &;’{f;".’“‘\;v" \
L He made no great e t to dispel his \ }(Jh )
}f‘,] illusion, and was therefore at i’ -ty M \
| i: : to conduct his experiments in secrecy, so
| ‘i : there was method in his wadness after
! “ ] all
i i] !’ Some weeks later we were informed
| {111 that his tests had been successful, and
; { that he ndw had a power which wouild
| fi g space in the face of any and
“1| : { acles, and at a speed that would v :
{11 ] b ply terrifying ]
i 1 The next thing in Yorder was to har r
! } |1 ness this wonderful power a make it
| i1 subservient to that greatest of all pow-
‘ | er ¢ brain
! Consequentl the profesor set to
| struct hat he called an

| work te cor
H | eromoto but which the uninitianted We ‘wer to participate, but
| would oall ballcbn ¢ vere perf willing t profes
i e - sor should have all the honors due hi
I great find, we declined with thanks
’ cemented 80 as 10 make it r professor did not w iny time
exterior was covered w aluminum . g S T T
as an exgra precaution ag leakage, ° iyt e ey SEPaR a0t e
T interior was securely braced. to St°Pped into the car and asked us to
| ‘ should the air press. €3t he loost
' t become too great Gracefuily and majestically he rosc,
| P it through space and was soon lost to sight in the dark-
l igh centre was an iron pipe ness, while Dodson and I remaingd on This waz Isii, the god of fire, and
J o1 ) to speak, which penetrated D pot woking into the “dark void these were fire worshippers.
- L 3 t the poles, 1 to which . er disappearance,” The people fell down upon their faces,
- 4 d very strong rubber tubes men ¥ Iating ¥ what at the same time keeping up a peculiax
T ng to the car beneath " ' u o
was conieal in shape, and con- Nei _‘ b ) o5 1 b ."’ arily we followed their ex-
' me careful manr s that w - ‘ "I‘ 3 e and as we did so, it seemed to
t obe t was attached to the lat- U er e : rEness fire burned with a brighter glow,
1 W f cords. to which the & n Of L casion was not n« appeared to smile a blessing
were fastened innumerable small pul- lucive to e upon uvs,
- " g o1 . 1 bearings. and \ ¢ remained in thi attitude for Pha gitamaiis » %
23 . R o L is one w » I will never
i\‘ “""""[ of tl globe's ’1?"' "“:"“" :'m" - o § = Uv:rnu“\ forgot so long as memory lasts, and as

car, which mt the pre

VA'AY SRS the apparatus Tor T iwmss foiwor Bad to FOQUEm us & meodmiliing
’QQO Y ufacture > d air the ret of to make fast the nchor which he low
A D A 0 which was jealously guarded b ered from the

I watched this strange people in their
devotion, I said to myself, “God is
everywhere

: N v 1 one accord the people arose and
st veeioh the he . £ W . ur he -\?!\ j l'xllx'dn:::xvt :‘T{l:'?.h;:r."r::p!:'. H !
- 1 e A 1 erles of pumps for Stepped t, observing in the most mat — S = e i _un l”f' that we f-nmfl it
IJ \"“\ - tucing hot . ’ ter-of-fact way, he's a peach andg 7 To+— necessary to tear our ikerchiefs imto
-\/ .-/a\‘ ; ,.’ '“, Kow w liYe a charm.* ( 1»ANKLIN; o [ str and 'T'i'”'" hem into our ears, ps
/Ird </ { 1 ,. After the exhibition we had just wit- = - iy — the sound of our own volices jarred wita
,'1‘" %: 1 N .“l % ‘ ) . ,:.\,, 1 we ,|.,w>. . ) “ { - such force on our tympana as to cause
Ju’cg/f - ’ “ - = {\. o : e S iiing st “lI stumbled and fell, but seemed to float in the air. great st ﬁ.-rmg
U/ ' : f . e = = whe ‘. it Destlltiten Akt or " tilds reason we found it  xpedient
V& 4’ B tner Bl o8 e e i e oM ik ML ; d tems of feel the ir fajrly lunge—a sigh of re- voe Mars as quic as possible
(/ T o ity and. Sage v NIER Wiugte -‘l“”] c alonmis Ay - g o tyg 2hd - ) . a f ! and without further investigation ofl
F U,: !)":‘ -.!-{I.'- .‘:';E“NI:;::"‘\.J-I,(x' mer nd thot it is CESAT 1 : G we're s - i the ccuntry or people The professor
. a cherry tree down to pro t ' We i 15t crossed the track of a announced we would return again, fully
o - e ].lh the: tn- veracit migy meleo » the professor s It equipped for an indefinite stay. :
pret 1 t¢ '|i4..‘vnl.’x ll'l'.i;‘ t to v was tl - bad DI net flock of ge r sh ; \\ itered the car, and after waving
dinncopig-diver a2 . 1 et may have but t fessor know citern and, t g the gla a farewell to the inhabitants, started on
our v 5 e risad The altitude beg pil on me; my them to hig eyes fop about one mine ‘turn journey to t earth.
n his > y mate, 1 left he 1; my bre wecame dif- 1 trip was devold of any incident
erfect configence in his ab v lers with the 2 f ried to open the door, but found Then he uttered the one glad cry, worthy of note, ng very similar to
P to control the machine at will. L glimpse I had of then it locked “Mars, by Jupiter!” the one on which we we re “‘upward
Acror A few e later another test wdmiring t of the S T professor asked-what I wanted; I And Mars it was, with Jupiter no- bhou if I may so put it
hine wa yacde wi proved satisfaciory et Limited réplied that T wis oing out for a whe in sight When we finally dise mbarked at The
S iy which convinced Dodson and Everybody } v the profe ) y it b th of x 1 e closed tl ipper It w  f Ranch, it was midnight, d we discovy-
yet 1o come myself that the aeromotor could be i ry 1 peak £ him tilate i those i the i to be a ered ithat we had |-v)-n absent forty-{wo
before mentioned bhandled with as much ease and safety v v r W finall rranged for i reli Wil 1neo 1 I the days and twelve hours .
1 water; and when tre .. qeparturs 1 car was amply pro I dro;ped 1o a tat of e ‘ | the ear It has been intimated by some few un-
1 that we accompuny visioned, and omnpletely  stoc i n v « ‘ 1 8 A tempted believers that we didn't take this trip,
to reach the pla) SVery nirtiote o the professor o I ¥ avery Tew :wolnit | QIR and that if we did, Mars was not the
d the Invitation Wilh- gidered ne ry ftor urr ve t A 8 place at whi we landed. T profes-
lu im! f filled wi 4 iy ! of we ring As w apy hed nearer we could sor, wever, says it was, and under the
tnat there are a liquid air—for am emerse y, he ex why Dod nd ti professor spent so make cut a good sized village near.a elre ances I am in duty bound to
this world, and plained much thme t b have i beautiful lake, whose water

in agree with the professor




